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BAIT AND SWITCH – your mid-winter read sorted
A new book of short stories by Australian gay author Ashley Sievwright is the mid-winter page-turner you’re looking 
for. Launching this month, Bait and Switch & other stories is the long awaited gay-themed follow-up to Ashley 
Sievwright’s debut novel The Shallow End, which was nominated for the Commonwealth Writers Prize Best First Novel 
award.

The author spoke to Q Magazine about his writing and influences.

“I was born and raised in country Victoria, and growing up I had no gay role 
models, no clue really, what living a gay life might look like, no outlet for my own 
sexuality. My only understanding came through books. I remember getting my 
hands on gay books and reading them voraciously, and secretly. It opened my 
eyes to a world where gay men existed, a world of male desire – a world of 
sex. This early exposure to gay literature has clearly influenced my writing, and is 
reflected in Bait and Switch which examines a whole range of different ways that 
gay men interact, and does not shy away from desire and sex. The stories are 
primarily about love and friendship, but there is a healthy dollop of sex in there 
too – why not? When I write, I think about myself as an isolated young teenager, 
curious and fascinated by every aspect of how men interact with men.”

The stories in this collection range across a number of different setups and 
plots, but all eight stories reflect on family, friendship, desire and belonging, and 
what it means to gay men. All have quirky but believable characters, and are, by 
turn, intriguing, touching, and sometimes laugh-out-loud funny.  

In the opening story, My Cousin Mark, we meet a teenage boy, a little wet behind 
the ears, suddenly orphaned, and sent to stay with his slightly older cousin Mark, a gender non-conforming bisexual man, with a 
job in promotions and a life full of drugs and partying. As the story unfolds we witness an unexpected and unconventional friendship 
and family bond grow. Other stories explore different phases of gay male relationships, from the initial ‘first kiss’ stage, through early 
desire, the pressures of marriage and mortgage, and on to late-relationship disinterest. 

In Stay and Defend, we meet Paul and Ricky, who are in a long-term relationship, but are increasingly spending time apart. When a 
raging bushfire threatens the country property that they had decided they would stay and defend, but Paul finds himself there alone, 
yet again, he makes the decision to abandon both the house and the relationship – but is it too late?

“I know I shouldn’t have a favourite story, but I do, and it’s Elephant. In this story I examine the relationship between an older gay 
doctor and a much younger Brazilian man, JD. JD is a ‘social influencer’ who makes a living from posting photographs of his 
enormous penis alongside products he’s paid to promote. The two are on a cross-country journey to meet up with the doctor’s 
siblings and scatter the ashes of a dead sister – at an extinct volcano. It’s such a ridiculous setup, but I had such a lot of fun taking 
it in unexpected directions.”

Sexy, funny, touching. If you’re looking for a page-turning read to get into bed with mid-winter, here it is.

Officially launching in July, Bait and Switch & other stories should be available at your favourite bookshop. If it’s not on the shelf, ask 
at the counter – it’s published by Clouds of Magellan and distributed through Lightning Source. It’s also available in hard copy and 
as an ebook from your preferred online store.

Q Magazine has a copy of Bait and Switch to give away. To put your hat in the 
ring, email getfree@qmagazine.com.au with Bait and Switch in the subject 

line to win. The prize will be drawn on the last day of July at
Unit 1, 13 Rae Street, Chadstone VICTORIA 3148




